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On 26 February morn-
ing, the first meeting of
the 13th Nantong Com-
mittee of Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference com-
pleted all items of agen-
da successfully, and
ended in Nantong Grand
Theatre. After a secret
ballot, Huang Weidong
was elected as the presi-
dent of the 13th Nantong
Committee of CPPCC.
On 27 February after-

noon, the first meeting

of the 16th Nantong Peo-
ple’ s Congress was
closed successfully at
Nantong Grand Theatre.
On the conference, ac-
cording to legal proce-
dures, Wu Xinming was
elected as the mayor of
Nantong government. On
the conference, 20 practi-
cal matters for people’s
livelihood including‘im-
plementation free disease
screening for key popula-
tion in the city’were vot-
ed to be shortlisted in
Nantong 2022 practical
matters for people’s live-
lihood projects.

Nantong‘Two Sessions’
held successfully

few days ago,
Nantong harbour
general planning

(2035) was approved of-
ficially. It is the first ap-
proved general planning
of harbour since the new
batch of harbour plan-
ning revision was start-
ed in places in Jiangsu.

Development plan

In China’s territory,
where the Yangtze River
joins the sea, Nantong is
located at the‘T’sec-
tion of the golden water
channel and the long
coastline.
In 1904, national in-

dustrialist Zhang Jian
established Nantong
harbour. After economic
reform and open up, the
1st ten thousand ton
berth, the 1st one hun-
dred thousand ton berth
and the first 200 thou-
sand ton berth of the
Yangtze River were all
built in Nantong har-
bour. It is indeed ‘the
first harbour of the
Yangtze River’.
As early as 2006, Min-

istry of Transport and Ji-
angsu government ap-
proved general planning
of Nantong Harbour to-
gether. It helped and
promoted the construc-
tion and development of
Nantong harbour. In the
past few years, as do-
mestic and foreign mac-
ro situation develop-
ment, outside environ-
ment change and inside
development problems
appear, the previous
Nantong harbour gener-
al planning cannot satis-

fy the needs of the de-
velopment of the har-
bour.

In November 2019,
Nantong government
submitted the planning
to Ministry of transport
and Jiangsu govern-
ment. After several
rounds of evaluation and
research, in January
2022 it was approved of-
ficially.

Four districts in one
harbour

The planning uses
‘promote general pro-
tection, without large-
scale development’ as
the guidance, imple-
ments characteristic dis-
location, transformation
and upgrading, con-
glomerate and efficient,
green and low carbon
development idea, initi-
ates the development
trend of Nantong har-
bour as ‘develop the
Yangtze River and the
sea, with linkage be-
tween them’.

Director of Nantong
transportation bureau
harbour department
Zhang Jianqiang said
that the planning re-
flected the general pro-
tection development
idea, some of the indus-
trial coastline near the
harbour will be changed
to public berth coast-
line; in the major city
area, river harbour
transport function will
exit fully, port shore-
line in riverside second-
ary protection zone of
drinking water will
withdraw fully, more
than 50 km of port
shoreline will withdraw
along the river.

The planning specified
the general planning
layout of‘four districts
in one harbour’of Nan-
tong harbour, 9 river-
side harbour districts
were integrated to 3 har-
bour districts(Rugao
harbour district, Nan-
tong harbour district,
and Tonghai harbour
district), 3 coastal port
areas were integrated to
1 port area (Tongzhou
bay area).
On the basis of river

and sea development,
all harbour districts will
implement ‘develop
dislocation’: Tonghai
port district focuses on
riverside container
transport, Rugao port
district focuses on
Yangtze River middle
and upper stream dry
bulk cargo transport,
Nantong port district
keeps part of the har-
bour industries, focuses
on urban cruise passen-
ger transport; coastal
Tongzhou bay area
starts from serving port-
centered industries, is
the major‘new estuary’
of our city, focuses on
cargo including contain-
er, dry bulk cargo, liq-
uid bulk cargo, LNG
and break bulk cargo,
will develop to a large
scale modern integrated
harbour gradually.
The planning presents

multiple highlights: to
optimize Nantong har-
bour and Tongzhou bay
harbour district posi-
tioning, improve the
transport development
level of Nantong, inte-
grate harbour resourc-
es, promote integrated
and high quality devel-
opment.

Large deep water
harbour

‘The planning was ap-
proved, Nantong harbour
had a rare opportunity.’
Zhang Jianqiang had deep
feelings. In 2021, the cargo
throughput of Nantong
harbour is 310 million tons.
The container throughput
exceeded 2 million stan-
dard containers for the first
time. Throughput of LNG
exceeded 9 million tons for
the first time. They all
broke historical record. In
the planning, it is expect-
ed in 2025 the throughput
of Nantong harbour will
reach 400 million tons, the
container throughput will
be 5 million standard con-
tainers; in 2035, the
throughput will be 530
million tons, the container
throughput will be 15 mil-
lion standard containers.
Facing the sea, expect the

future, Tongzhou bay
large deep water harbour
construction has entered a

‘fast lane’. on 22 December
last year, Tongzhou bay
new estuary Lvsi port was
open for operation, two
100 thousand ton general
wharves were in operation.
According to the planning,
as Wangcanghong channel
and a batch of deep water
ports were constructed one
by one, Tongzhou bay new
estuary and a batch of ma-
jor port-centered industrial
projects will be accelerat-
ed, in the future it will de-
velop to a large modern in-
tegrated harbour gradually.
It is expected that during
the ‘fourteenth five year
plan’ period, the invest-
ment on Nantong harbour
construction will exceed 20
billion Yuan.

Nantong harbour general planning (2035) approved officially

New planning creates
a new blueprint

On 1 March, Yangtze River protection volunteers
were releasing fries in Rugao section of the Yangtze
River. Photo by Wu Shujian and Xue Feng

By Chen Ke

On 3 March, 2021 sta-
tistical data of China
Free Trade Zone and Ex-
port Processing Zone
Association showed that
all indices of Nantong
integrated free trade
zone are above the aver-
age of all the 21 inte-
grated free trade zones
in Jiangsu, 14 indices
are ranked the top 5 in
Jiangsu.
Last year, the import

and export value of Nan-
tong integrated free
trade zone exceeded 10
billion for the first time,
reached 10.4 billion Yu-
an, there is an increase
of 30% ; the import and
export of research and
development is 32.95
million Yuan, there is
an increase of 16% ,
which is among the top
quarter of Jiangsu; im-
port and export of cross
border e- commerce is
about 150 million Yuan,
which is the top in the
province; import and
export value of new and
high- tech products is
6.7 billion Yuan, which

is twice of that of the year
before last, which ac-
counts for 65% of the to-
tal import and export val-
ue; utilized foreign capi-
tal of new contracts is
76.26 million U.S. dollars,
there is an increase of
52.5%, the actual utilized
foreign capital is 72.16
million U.S. dollars, there
is an increase of 74.5% ,
which is among the top
ones in the province.
In terms of innovation

promotion, Nantong inte-
grated free trade zone im-
plemented 11 reform and
innovation measures suc-
cessfully, which is in the
first team of the province
together with Kunshan
and Suzhou high tech In-
dustrial Development
Zone integrated free trade
zones; the first Cainiao
international center ware-
house and bonded ware-
house in Jiangsu was set-
tled in Nantong, and sev-
eral leading e- commerce
platforms were attracted
including Tmall interna-
tional, Kuaishou, and
Pinduoduo, the scale of
the business is leading in
the province.

All indices of Nantong integrated free trade
zone exceeded average level of integrated
free trade zones in Jiangsu

Annual import and export
value exceeded 10 billion
Yuan for the first time

A hive of activity at the container berth and stacking yard of Nantong harbour Tonghai district.
Photo by Xu Congjun

By Zhu Beining and
Peng Junjun


