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He (Chen Zhen) knew how important it
was not to show fear. That was the only
way to avoid an attack by these grassland
killers.
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During the war years in China, the
Eighth Route and the New Fourth Armies
underwent a large-scale makeover, a
herculean task.
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Gasmai handed Chen a bowl of lamb
noodles and made a special point of
placing some pickled leek buds in front
of him.
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Yang Ke also fluffed himself up.
“Fighting wolves if like fighting a war:
strength against strength, spirit against
spirit, wisdom and courage against
wisdom and courage. All the thirty-six
stratagems, except for using the wiles of

a beautiful woman, are in play.”
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In this remote area, where “heaven
is high and the emperor far away,” the
Red Guards’ fervent desire to destroy
the Four Olds—old ideas, culture,
customs, and habits——had not yet claimed
Bilgee’ s tapestries or rug.
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