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£ : Xu Sanguan, holding a pound of white
sugar in one hand, pushed open the door to the
blood donation room at the hospital. Blood
Chief Li was sitting behind his desk, wearing
a filthy white smock, and holding a newspaper
that had been used to wrap some fried dough.
The paper looked as if it had been soaked in
oil, because it was almost transparent in the
light that shone through the window and into

the room.
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¥ : There was another girl who was very
pretty. She worked in a little snack shop
in town, standing every morning next to a
giant wok full of oil, making fried dough
for breakfast. She was constantly breaking
out into exclamations: when some hot oil
splattered on her hand, or when she discovered
a spot on her dress, or when her foot slipped
as she walked down the street, or when she
noticed that it had begun to rain, or when she
heard a thunderclap, he invariably heard her
cry out, “Aiya!”
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¥ : Xu Sanguan watched the children 1ift
their bowls to their mouths and suck down the
sweetened corn flour gruel. He said to them,
—When you ‘re finished eating, each of you
has to wish me a happy birthday with a kowtow.

As soon as he had said it, though, he
began to feel uneasy. When is this ever going
to end? It’ s been so hard on the little
brats. They don’ t even remember what it’ s
like to eat sweets, and when they finally got
something sweet, they didn’ t even recognize
the taste of sugar anymore
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